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Introduction 

The inspiration for this project, identifying Remarkable Women of Franklin 
County, began in 2007 when interviews were conducted for the premier 
production of Land of Spirit, Franklin County's Folk Life Play. It was discovered 
that recorded history of the roles and contributions the women of Franklin County 
have made on our society was almost non-existent. However, when talking with 
those who have lived in the community for many years, they often mentioned a 
woman who had influenced their life or who had played an important role in 
someone else's life, or who had become known throughout the state or nation for 
their accomplishments. Yet, people did not have sufficient "details" for recording 
their stories. 

Through A Greater Lavonia Community, Inc., a 501 C3 organization, a grant was 
written and submitted to The Georgia Humanities Council to fund a project to 
research, identify and recognize these women. Several organizations stepped 
forward to assist with this effort: Franklin County Gifted Students & their 
Teachers in Carnesville, Lavonia & Royston Elementary Schools, and FC Middle 
School; the Lavonia Garden & Woman's Clubs; and Land of Spirit Volunteers. 
Through the combined efforts of these volunteers this project has been 

I • 

accomplished. 

The original project called for 250 nominees, and then to narrow the list to 50, 
and then to 10. However, after several months of conducting research, 
accepting nominations from citizens throughout the county, and gathering 
biographical information it was decided to alter the process. There were close to 
700 identified names of Remarkable Women. This was too many wonderful 
entries not to recognize more. Therefore, 250 were selected for further study. 
Each name was placed in one of 10 categories; with five from each (for a total of 
50) selected for biographical publication at the exhibition. . However, all 250 
women are being recognized at the Exhibition on Wednesday October 22, 2008, 
at the Lavonia Cultural Center. 

Not all 250 women or surviving relatives have yet been interviewed, but all will be 
recognized at the Exhibition and then volunteers will continue with interviews until 
completed. For some, who are deceased and/or have few surviving relatives or 
friends, research data is being gathered for writing short biographies instead of 
conducting formal interviews. Students enrolled in Franklin County Elementary 
School Gifted classes assisted in interviewing some women and/or relatives 
during the last school term. However, all were not able to be interviewed so 
volunteers are now picking up where the students left off. According to Dr. Judy 
Hulsey, Project Chair, the project became much more involved than originally 
anticipated so the process was altered, and completion has been slower than 
planned. There were so many wonderful women nominees and the number to be 
interviewed increased, so the decision was made to extend interviews into 2009. 
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Now, we present to you our selections - these women are business and 
community leaders, artists, entertainers, and sports figures. They are teachers, 
nurses, doctors, poets, missionaries, manufacturing workers, and public 
servants. They are housewives, single mothers, grandmothers, mothers, sisters, 
daughters- they are Franklin County's Remarkable Women. 
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Susie Margaret Cunningham Bond a native of Franklin County was a daughter of 
Joe T. and Helen Bush Cunningham. She graduated in 1936 from Shorter 
College where she taught for two years. She also attended Columbia University 
in New York. Susie was owner and operator of Joe T. Cunningham Furniture 
Store for 50 years, and a member of the Royston First United Methodist Church. 
Mrs. Bond was married to Mitchell Palmer Bond and they had two daughters; 
Pamela Bond Stewart and Marjory Bond Moore, and four grandchildren. Mrs. 
Bond died November 30, 1995 and was buried in Rose Hill Cemetery. Truly, a 
Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

Doris Crowe Isbell was born in Lavonia, the daughter of Otto and Melvina Crowe. 
There was one sister, Connie Crowe Reed, and later after her father had died 
and her mother married Mr. Creek Cawthon, she would gain three step-brothers; 
M. C., Fred, and James Cawthon and two stepsisters Helen and Mildred. Doris 
grew up in the country, Shoal Creek area, and became accustomed to hard work. 
There were always chores to be done on the farm. At age 15 she fell in love and 
married Billy Joe Isbell. They eloped to Anderson, SC and upon hearing about 
the marriage; Mr. Creek said it would never last. Well, 57 years later, they have 
proven him wrong and through this union have produced two children, Jean 
Bryant (Mrs. Marshall) and Aaron Isbell. Aaron married Kathy Tucker and they 
have provided Doris & Billy with two granddaughters and one grandson, along 
with three great grandchildren; Kaleigh, Abigail and Brody. In the late 1950's, 
Doris went to work at Carwood Manufacturing to help support the family. During 
lunch break she waited tables across the street at Child's Restaurant in 
exchange for lunch each day. ln1961 Doris went from waiting tables to Owner of 
the same restaurant and the name was changed to Isbell's Restaurant. The 
hours were long and the work hard, but Doris persevered. She had a wonderful 
business, but twenty -one years later, Doris would retire and return home in the 
Shoal Creek area to care for Billy, who had a severe heart attack. And, care for 
him she has - Billy's had several more heart attacks but Doris has been there to 
nurse him back to health. She, too, has had health problems; but, did not let it 
keep her from 'sitting' the great-grandchildren or caring for others in the family. 
A warm and carrying business lady, and truly a Remarkable Woman of Franklin 
County ... 
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Peggy Ann White Berryman was born on August 31, 1954 in Royston, the 
youngest of 6 children of lsom and Lizzie Mae White. Mrs. Berryman was 
educated in the Franklin County schools and attended Emmanuel College 
with a focus in Business. She married the Rev. Bobby Berryman and they 
have two children Bruce Edward and Kimberly DeAnn. Mrs. Berryman 
worked as a Secretary until after the birth of her first child. At age 50, Mrs. 
Berryman returned to Emmanuel to finish her degree in Education. Mrs. 
Berryman has been a Head Start teacher and Coordinator; Teen Prevention 
Coordinator; and now works as ISS Coordinator at Franklin County Middle 
School. An amazing quality about Mrs. Berryman is that she manages to be 
a supportive wife and devoted mother at home and still give time to others 
and the community. As the Pastor's wife of Fairview Baptist Church in 
Lavonia, she attends church and community functions with her husband; 
serves as a Mentor to students in the Middle School and in the community; a 
Board member of the Franklin County Children Services; and, she is Founder 
and Director of the Starfish Outreach Ministries which was begun in 2007. 
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Anita was born December 4, 1952 to parents, Richard T. and Ruth Clardy Smith 
Her father died in 1973 and her mother is now 93 years old and lives with Anita. 
The family moved to Red Hill when Anita was in 4th grade. She attended Carnes 
Creek, Red Hill and Carnesville Elementary schools; graduating from Franklin 
County High School in 1970. Anita is a member of Clarks Creek Baptist Church 
and has served as Pianist for 42 years. Also, she serves as Church Secretary, 
Asst. Treasurer and Asst. Clerk. Anita and Lee looney married in 1970. They 
have two daughters: Beth, married to Stephen Turner and who make their home 
in Royston; Kelly, married to Hal Flower, who make their home in Martin. There 
are 4 grandchildren: lane and Diana Fowler; and, Lex and logan Turner. Anita 
began work for 1st Franklin Financial Corporation in lavonia in 1969 while still in 
high school. She continued working there until her first child was born in 1973 
and she went back after her second child was born in 1977. Anita was Manager 
of the lavonia branch from 1984 until 2003, at which time she was transferred to 
the Home Office in Toccoa. Her present position is Branch Administration 
Director at 1st Franklin corporate offices in Toccoa. The Lavonia branch 
received the Profit Award in 1987 under her leadership. This award recognizes 
one branch company-wide for ·its outstanding growth over the past year and its 
potential for continued growth and profit potential. Lavonia branch was named to 
the Circle of Diamonds each year beginning in 1994 through 2002. The Circle of 
Diamonds included the company's 25 most outstanding loan offices awarded for 
recognition of superior performance in all aspects of branch operation. Anita 
served on the Board of Directors of lavonia Chamber of Commerce, and held all 
offices, from 1987 until transferred to Toccoa in 2003; including, past President 
of lavonia Chamber in 1996. She has served as Secretaryffreasurer of Red 
Hill Recreation since 1994 and on the Board of Directors of the Lavonia 
Merchant's Association when it was begun. Anita was recognized as Citizen of 
the Year by the lavonia Chamber in 2002 and twice named Franklin County 
Credit_ Professional of the Year. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County. 

Peggy Isbell Moon is a former beauty salon owner and currently owns 
MoonWater, a ladies clothing and gift boutique in lavonia. She is the daughter 
of Walter & Geraldine Isbell of Lavonia. Peggy was born in 1945, finished 
lavonia Schools and attended the. University of Georgia, and Mackie's School of 
Cosmetology in Hartwell. She is married to Travis Moon and they have two 
children, Chris and Charity Moon Henry, and six grandchildren who Peggy says 
are the "light of her life." Peggy has been a business owner in lavonia for over 
40 years, beginning with The House of Beauty; then, The OWl's Nest; and, now 
MoonWater. Also, she was appointed by four governors to serve four, three year 
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She reaches out by teaching children and youth social skills along with 
Biblical principles. Mrs. Berryman says, "I can make a difference by reaching 
one child at a time. I want to help them reach their full potential by providing 
them with opportunities to do so." Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin 
County... · 

Mrs. Brown was the daughter of James EdgacConwell and Augustus Franklin 
"Gussie" Fortson. She was born March 23,1896 in Elbert County and died, 
October 28, 1977 at the age of 81, in Royston. She was married on June 1, 
1916 in Lavonia to Dr. Stewart Dixon Brown, Sr. She assisted her husband in 
founding Brown Hospital in Royston and later Cobb Memorial Hospital in 
1950, by serving in several capacities at both facilities. She was a member of 
the Royston United Methodist Church. Mrs. Brown was known for her many 
civic contributions, she was: instrumental in organizing the Royston Public 
Library; served as Chair of the local chapter of the American Red Cross 
during World War II and at the time of two natural disasters in the area; 
organized the County Fanner's Market in Lavonia and was an honorary 
member of the Franklinia Garden Club in Royston. She served as State 
Chairman for the Women's Medical Auxiliary, she was a local and ~tate 
leader in the United Daughters of the Confederacy, the Service Star Legion, 
Past Regent of the John Benson Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, the Georgia Federation of Women's Clubs where she served as 
state Health Chairman, Tallulah Falls School, and the Georgia Democratic 
Party. Dr. and Mrs. Brown were parents of three children; Dr. Stewart D. 
Brown, Jr., Mary Stewart Barnes, and Sarah Frances Wier. They had thirteen 
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of 
Franklin County ... 

Mrs. Robinson was born in Stephens County on February 15, 1928. When 
her Mother died, Mrs. Robinson was reared by Rev. Hosea O'Bryant and his 
wife Maggie, on a farm in Carnesville. Mrs. Robinson credits the O'Bryant's 
with being her role model and having the most influence on her life, because 
they taught her right from wrong, and the Bible. She started her Christian 
education at Broad River Baptist Church when she was nine years old and 
her church work has continued throughout her life. Mrs. Robinson served as 
Social Services Coordinator for the Ninth District Opportunity where she 
developed programs for children with special needs and visited 60 homes on 
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a monthly basis to woik with parents. She also did substitute teaching. 
However, Mrs. Robinson is best known for her volunteer work, which 
includes: weekly devotions at the Senior Citizens Center; Pianist at Broad 
River Baptist for 18 years, and sin~ 1976 Pianist at Royston Grove Baptist 
Church (total of 56 years); Treasurer for the Democratic Party of Franklin 
County; Treasurer for the Women's Department of the Union Meeting and 
Treasurer of 44 years for the Union Baptist Association. When asked if she 
had ever been discriminated against because of her race or gender, Mrs. 
Robinson replied, ''Yes, you know, in those days discrimination was there, 
and will always be there in some things. But, you know, I don't regret it. It 
just taught me to be strong - because God is above all else. I still love people 
even if I am discriminated against." She and her husband T.J. have been 
married 64 years, reside in Lavonia, and have two children and grandchildren. 
Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

~~s~ ·ta95-2ooo 

Hettye Richardson Shirley was born January 5, 1895 and grew up in Franklin 
County. Her parents were W.R. and Louisa Scott Richardson. She attended 
school in Hartwell because her Mother's sister, Hettye Barhma, was a teacher 
there. Hettye made all A's in school but was only able to attend school 
through the eighth grade. However, she continued to study on her own. 
Hettye had three brothers and three sisters. Hettye married J. Arthur Shirley 
in 1915 and in 1918 they moved from Royston (by horse and buggy) to 
Liberty community and lived there the rest of their lives. The Shirley's 
operated a grocery store near their home for 29 years. They had one 
daughter Jimmie; two granddaughters, Gail and Claire; a step granddaughter 
and step grandson; and, 10 great grandchildren. Mr. Shirley passed away in 
1956 and at that time, Mrs. Shirley dedicated the rest of her life to serving 
others; she visited the sick at home, in the hospital, and in nursing homes. 
She cooked food and carried to those in need. She took care of her mother, 
two sisters and two sisters - in - law. She was a long time member of Liberty 
Home Demonstration Club and during World War II she would crochet 
scarves and socks to send to the soldiers. Although Mrs. Shirley was never 
able to fulfill her dream of becoming a nurse, she did help to deliver many 
babies born in her community. In 1975 Mrs. Shirley, at age 85, and while still 
serving as a correspondent for the Franklin County Citizen, was honored by 
Liberty Baptist Church for her faithful service and for having taught the young 
people's Sunday School class since moving there .in 1918 (57 years). In 
response to her fellow members Mrs. Shirley said, "My life has been Christ's 
life si11ce I was six years old, and it is because of Him that I have had a part in 
your lives. He called me to be His worker and that I have done with such 
pleasure and joy. I have worked with young people in Vacation Bible School 
for 39 years, and I intend to work with them longer than that. ... It is through 
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God that we should give praise": And, Mrs. Shirley did continue her teaching; 
she eventually would serve her Lord by teaching Sunday school for 80 years 
and Bible School for 43 years. In a 1992 Billy Dilworth news article, he stated 
that Mrs .. Shirley was still baking fresh yeast bread every week, doing her 
housework, and the cooking for her and her younger sister. In a 1997 
newspaper article, when Mrs. Shirley was celebrating her 102nd Birthday, she 
stated that she still enjoyed visiting friends, crocheting and ironing! With 
Hettye Shirley's work on earth complete, her Heavenly Father called her 
home on November 24, 2000, at age 105. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of 
Franklin County ... 

Mrs. Vandiver was a daughter of John Merritt and Mary Duncan Bowers of 
Canon, born July 3, 1881. She was reared in Canon and attended school 
there. She was married to Mr. L.E. Osborne with whom she lived until his 
death in 1914. Two children, H.P. Osborne and Bertha 0. Whitehead were 
born to this union. After his death she continued to live in Canon until about 
six years later when she married Mr. S. E. Vandiver and moved ~o Lavonia. 
One son, Ernest Vandiver, Jr. was born to this union. Mrs. Vandiver served 
several terms as President of the Lavonia Woman's Club in the 1920's and 
the 1930's. She, also, served as President of the County Federation of 
Women's Clubs. She was a charter member of the Parent Teacher's 
Association and she gave the land for the City Park in Lavonia, which is now 
named in her memory. For many years, she was chair of the Carnegie 
Library Board of Lavonia. She was active in the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy, having been a member for many years. She belonged to both 
the T.E.l. Class of the Baptist Church and the Susannah Wesley Bible Class 
of the Methodist Church and took an active interest in each. She was a 
member of the Universalist Church of Canon. Mrs. Vandiver died on Ja11uary 
3, 1941 after having suffered a stroke. Mrs. Vandiver was a woman of great 
versatility. Through her civic and cultural activities her community was made 
a better place in which to live. Her son H.P. was a graduate of Georgia Tech 
and was connected with Paramount Theaters; Her daughter, Berthine was a 
graduate of Wesleyan College; and her son, Ernest Jr. would go on to 
become Governor of The State of Georgia. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of 
Franklin County ... 
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Numerous women's civic organizations have provided untold numbers of 
hours of Community Service. These organizations were/are located in 
cities and unincorporated areas throughout the county, and include: 
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Composer Heather McCluskey was born October 22, 1950 to Richard and Mae 
Fleming in. Mesa, Arizona. The family moved to the San Bernardino, California 
area in 1952 where Heather's father took a job as a school teacher. Heather's 
mother taught voice lessons and did a lot of theater and opera. Both parents are 
now deceased but Heather carries on the family tradition of musical talent. She 
began piano lessons at the age of five and started writing music when she was 
eight. She has made her living from music since the age of 16 when she got her 
first job as a church pianist. She also was accompanist for high school and 
college choirs as well as theater groups. She followed in her mother's footstep at 
this time by beginning to teach music lessons herself. While attending college as 
a music major, the singing trio she was in, ''The Dove'', landed a recording 
contract with Amos Records, a subsidiary of Warner Brothers. Heather quit 
college to pursue this singing career. A single was released but unfortunately the 
group lost one of its members and had to disband. Heather then met Bill 
McCluskey, an Air Force sergeant and musician. They married in 1970 and after 
Bill Was discharged from the service, the McCluskey's toured the United States 
as traveling musicians. After they had their two children, Brett and Kit, they 
settled down in San Bernardino to raise their family. They performed in their band 
"Stinger" and continued to write music. Bill became an educator and Heather 
taught music. Heather returned to California State University, San Bernardino to 
finish her education. For her senior project she composed "The Legend of the 
Arrowhead" a two-act Broadway style musical based on the history of San 
Bernardino, California. The musical was recognized by the State of California 
and won the 1st place Award for Creativity from the International. Downtown 
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Association. Heather was awarded her B.A. in Music in 1993 with an emphasis 
on Composition. She moved to Franklin County two years ago along with 
husband Bill, daughter Kit and grandson Stephen. The McCluskey's came to visit 
family in Lavonia and fell in love with the be(Juty and peace of Northeast Georgia. 
In 2006 she opened McCluskey Music Studio in Lavonia where she teaches 
Songwriting classes. Her daughter Kit teaches Piano and Voice lessons. And a 
third generation, grandson Stephen, teaches Guitar lessons. Son Brett stayed 
behind in Southern California and is a musician and music teacher. Heather and 
Bill continue writing music and doing showcases of their songs whenever they 
can. Heather recently wrote all of the original music for Franklin County's folk-life 
play "The last Hard Times". She is a member of the Nashville Songwriter's 
Association International and ASCAP. Her production company's website is 
www.tinpancountry.com where you can listen to some of the McCluskey's music, 
including "The land of Spirit Theme Song". Truly, a Remarkable Woman of 
Franklin County ... 

Growing up in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, home to the Manhattan Project, one 
would think the focus of all young people would be science - but, not for 
Tommye Sue Murphy. The public schools, from Kindergarten forward, gave 
Tommy Sue wonderful classes in the arts, according her both arts and science 
value and status. So, it was on the recommendation of her high school art 
teacher that she studied at the University of Georgia, receiving a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts in 1964, and a Masters in 1966. Her first job was at the University of 
North Carolina. It was in Wilmington, NC that she would meet her future 
husband Bob. After their marriage they moved to New Jersey so they might 
further their careers in art by studying and working in New York City. Tommye 
Sue was able to spend many hours in wonderful museums in New York, which 
inspired her teaching and her paintings. By 1970 Bob and Tommy Sue were 
ready for a change so they accepted jobs in Hartwell, Georgia and moved south. 
Having rejected the only rental house they could locate in Hart County, they 
decided to give lavonia a try. When they stopped at Hick's Drug Store for a 
paper, they got more than they had ~oped for. He told them of a house for rent 
just down the street- and, the rest is history. Tommy Sue would teach at 
Hartwell until her first child, Paul, was born and then she became Mom and art 
teacher in her home. Later came her second child Anna, and then in 1977 she 
returned to public school teaching. She joined the faculty of Franklin County 
High and was there for over a quarter of a century. After 32 years of teaching, 
T ommye Sue retired in 2003 but not before seeing a dream that she and Beth 
Harris King had, of seeing a Fine Arts Auditorium constructed at Franklin County 
High School. Tommye Sue says this of teaching, "Although there are times of 
disillusion and times of being overwhelmed, teaching is a wonderful job. As an 
art teacher I got to see kids with little confidence enter a place where they had 
control and had no one to please but themselves. And everyday I got to see 
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beautiful, unpredictable work. It 's in that unpredictability that the real joy lies, 
both in art and in life." Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

Born in Los Angeles, California on December 27, 1961, Susan's first four years of 
life were spent in four states and another country before her family settled in 
Florida where she graduated from Pompano Beach High School in 1979. After 
two years of college in western PA, she transferred back to FL to finish her BS in 
Nursing at FL Atlantic University, beginning work at Jackson Memorial Hospital in 
Miami in spinal cord rehabilitation before marriage to John Payne in 1984. A job 
transfer landed the growing Payne family in northeast Georgia in 1986. Through 
musicals in school, church and college, Susan saw how music and . 
drama promote self-confidence, poise, expression, and education. Enrolling her 
four children in Master's Academy of Fine Arts, Gwinnett, she began teaching at 
MAFA with junior high first, then K-1 st, and junior/senior high students together, 
and saw success using drama and music to teach the history of the world 
civilizations as the students rotated each day between History, Music, Art, and 
Drama. She worked behind the scenes as dramaturge, and in costumes, 
hair/make-up, set and props through the years as her children were in shows in 
the academy, then later at the local Emmanuel College, FCHS, and the new local 
theatre company. Involved in the conception of the community theatre Franklin 
Community Players in 2005, Susan began on the board as Treasurer, is now 
Secretary, and has chaired the Bylaw/Policy, Printing, Publicity, and Membership 
Committees, as well as worked onstage and/or backstage for all of the FCP 
productions. For three summers, Susan has co-directed and directed the 
Franklin Community Players Summer Drama Camp for grades 2nd - 8th. She 
Co-chaired the 2008 Land of Spirit Marketing Committee. She, her husband, and 
daughters, Moriah and Chloe, were in the first Land of Spirit production The Last 
Hard Times. Susan has two sons; Ehan, a 2007 UGA graduate and Asher who 
is attending college. After twenty years of home-educating her four children, 
church youth, and community involvement, Susan plans to head back to college 
for a second degree that will enable her to work more closely with at-risk youth. 
Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

~i~Jian,~ct(~ 1913 -2000 

Lillian Chandler was born in Lavonia Oct 24, 1913. Her parents H. Hoyt 
Chandler & Blanche Tribble Chandler lived in Lavonia until her father, a lawyer, 
took a position in Winder, GA with the Russell Law Practice. She had three 
brothers and three sisters. Lillian won her first art contest in a fair in Anderson, 
SC at the age of 5. She was an extremely talented artist, especially with the fine 
details in portraits. She was commissioned by Photoplay magazine for designs of 
Hollywood celebrities in the 1930's & 1940's. Her portraits hung at the MGM 
studio in Hollywood for a time. She was under contract by Davison's department 
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store in Atlanta to design layouts for newspaper advertisements, as well as, 
drawing the faces on mannequins. For a time, as a teenager she drew marquee 
posters for the FOX Theater in Atlanta. Lillian, as an adult, continued with her 
talents in many aspects including ceramics, watercolor, and pastels. She worked 
in many cities around the country; Boston, Norfolk, and New York in the field of 
advertising. Lillian was a meticul9us lady and very proud of her art. Upon her. 
death she left a portfolio of hundreds of portraits and designs, as well as, 
personal portraits and landscapes. Lillian was married to Maurice Young of 
Toccoa, and she has a surviving son, Maurice Young, Jr., who resides in 
Murphy, NC. She has three grandchildren, Maurita Young Lee and Maurice 
"Trippi" Young of Lavonia, and Maria Young Hill of Jacksonville, Florida. Lillian 
passed away July 23, 2000. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

Dr. Deborah Stark was bam December 7, 1964 in La Mesa, California. 
She moved to Franklin Springs in 2004 from Fishers, Indiana to join the 
music faculty at Emmanuel College. At Emmanuel, she teaches voice, 
musical theatre, and other related coursework as well as serving as the 
Director for Emmanuel Arts Academy, a year-long community arts 
program for youth through senior citizens that she instituted in 2007. 
When she is not teaching or directing musical theatre productions, she 
loves to perform as a lyric/ coloratura soprano, singing in a variety of 
musical styles from opera, oratorio, and art song, to musical theater and 
gospel music. Some of her solo performances include concerts with the 
Southeast Kansas Symphony, Indianapolis Symphonic Choir, Ball State 
Opera Theater, The American Institute of Musical Studies, Graz, Austria, 
Footlight Musicals, and local performances with her jazz group, "The 
Lamplight Trio." She currently serves as part-time Music Minister at 
Royston Baptist Church and teaches voice through her own private 
studio. When asked her what inspired her to become a musician and 
teacher she responded, "It has always been my desire to be a good 
steward of the singing gifts God has given me and the motivation behind 
my performance life is rooted in the pleasure the Lord gives me when I 
express those gifts to others. As I entered my twenties I found that my 
purpose in life shifted to a ministry of equipping others rather than just 
expressing my own vocal gifts. I feel my calling in life is to mentor, train 
and equip young musicians into a life of service and excellence." She 
loves her husband Tim (who endures her busy schedule), and her two 
teenage daughters, Hannah and Sierra, are her best buddies! Other than 
music, her hobbies include: running, hiking, biking, camping, writing, 
gardening and cooking. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County. 
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Sarah Duncan, A.B., M.Ed. was born in Royston December 27, 1909, a daughter 
of John M. and Mattie Sewell Duncan. She began teaching school when she 
graduated from college and was a life long educator in Franklin and surrounding 
counties. She attended Piedmont College and the University of Georgia. She 
was: a teacher; Curriculum Director in Franklin County and Madison County; 
and, Principal of Lavonia High School. She served on the State Textbook 
Committee and other state committees during the 1950's and 1960's. Later she 
would serve as Dissimilation Coordinator for Research and Development at the 
University of Georgia. She filled speaking engagements over the state and was 
involved with the State PTA Miss Duncan was active in the Royston Baptist 
Church and was Pianist for a number of years. She was a Sunday school 
teachers and program director for the WMU. The first band concert at the 
Lavonia High School was dedicated to her as she had been instrumental in 
creating the band program in the school system. The Lavonia High School 
annual was dedicated to Sarah Duncan in 1960. This statement is in the annual 
and exemplifies her spirit. "The greatest source of joy comes through service to 
others and forgetfulness of self. Pleasure is fleeting- joy is everlasting". Miss 
Duncan died in a traffic accident on November 27, 1982. Truly, a Remarkable 
Woman of Franklin County ... 
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Zadie was born October 9, 1941 in Royston, the daughter of Fannie Ida and John 
R. Pruitt. She attended Royston Elementary School, Royston High School, and 
Young Harris College and is a gractuate of The University of Georgia School of 
Home Economics with a Bachelor's Degree. She married Jerry Gaines, son of 
Celestia & Lucius Gaines of Royston and they have four children: Joanna 
Gaines Hill & husband Bert; Neal & Jennifer Outz Gaines; Harris & Connie 
Carlton Gaines; and Kelly Gaines Foster & husband Jim. After graduation from 
UGA, Zadie became Extension Home Economist in Franklin County and seNed 
in this capacity for two years. At age 40, she returned to UGA and obtained a 
teaching certificate in Early Childhood Education and a Masters of Education 
degree. She taught in the first Head Start Program in Franklin County, in 
Carnesville and Royston. Also, she taught in the first class for Special Needs 
children in Franklin County in Carnesville. Zadie would go on to teach 
Kindergarten at Royston Elementary for 22 years. She was named; Teacher of 
the yea( in 1987 & 1988 for Royston-Elementary; Teacher of the Year for 2002 & 
2003 at Royston Elementary; and was awarded Citizen of the Year in 2004 by 
the Royston - Franklin Springs Pilot Club. Zadie retired from teaching in 2004. 
Along with Zadie's work in education, she is known for her work in civic 
organizations and in her church: a member of Franklinia Garden Club until it 
disbanded; Royston PTO; Franklin County Gideon's Auxiliary; Franklin County 
Retired Educators Association; Choir Member of Royston Baptist Church; Assists 
with Children's Church Choir; and, a Children's Sunday school worker. Zadie 
and Jerry have eight grandchildren: Gaines & Asa Hill, Kayleigh & Clark Gaines, 
Cam & Anna Foster, and Haley Jo & Jack Gaines. Since her retirement, she and 
Jerry spend time traveling and being involved in the lives of their children and 
grandchildren, and Zadie became a cast member of the premier performances of 
Land of Spirit, Franklin County's folk life play. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of 
Franklin County ... 

Juanita 'Nita' Jones was born November 5, 1926 in Manchester, Tennessee. 
When only one month old, her mother died from a lung infection and Nita was 
reared by two maiden aunts, who were both school teachers. Nita attended City 
Park Elementary School, Fort Hill Middle School, and graduated from Dalton 
High. She attended Shorter College, and then earned a degree in Home 
Economics from The University of Georgia. She began her career in teaching at 
Crawfordville, teaching Home Economics. It was here she would meet her future 
husband, Bailey Jones. Nita and Bailey moved to Franklin County in 1952 and 
made it their permanent home. Nita and Bailey were blessed with three children: 
Ginger, at age 22 she and husband Dewey Holland died in a tragic automobile 
accident; Beth, who in 2008 at age 53, lost a courageous battle with Cancer; and 
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son William Bailey Jones, Jr., "Billy" lives in Milledgeville, Georgia with his 
beautiful family. Nita would stay out of teaching for 18 years while being a stay
at - home mom. . However, the passion for teaching never left and as soon as 
she felt her children were cared for, she began her return to education by 
substituting. Then, it was back to college for re-certification so she could teach 
science, and other subjects in addition to Home Economics. But Nita's true 
passion for teaching began when she was appointed Hospital-Homebound 
Teacher. She would go to the hospital or home to work with children who were 
to have extended time away from the regular classroom. She would serve those 
who were out short periods of time, some for an entire school term, and others 
who had been diagnosed with terminal illnesses. Nita says the Lord is 
responsible for her being in this job, because she had lost a daughter and she 
could help parents who were dealing with these situations - it was her calling for 
18 years. The last three years of her career, she would spend half time with her 
Homebound Students and half time teaching English at Franklin County High. 
Along with being a teacher and mother she has been active in the First Methodist 
Church of Carnesville and various civic organizations. Nita and Bailey were 
known throughout the county for their work in journalism. Bailey served as an 
unofficial photographer for the community and sometimes, officially, for the 
Anderson Independent while Nita wrote human interest stories and reported on 
community events. Nita served as First Lady of Carnesville for 14 years while 
Bailey was Mayor. An outstanding teacher, a devoted wife, a loving Mother and 
Grandmother, 'Nita' Jones -Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

Known to her students as Mrs. A.L. Maret, she was Principal and 7th Grade 
Teacher at Lavonia Elementary School. Nancy Susan Brooks Maret, was born 
December 6, 1889 in Royston, the daughter of the David William and Letitia Jane 
Tabor Brooks. She attended Georgia State College for Women in Milledgeville, 
the University of Georgia and was graduated from Piedmont College. She was 
one of Northeast Georgia's best known educators; a ·Franklin County Star 
Teacher and she taught for 42 years in the schools of Canon, Royston and 
Lavonia. She retired in 1956. Students reported that adults showed up at the 
door of her classroom on a regular basis to thank her for being an inspiration in 
their lives. Many students went on to become teachers, doctors, and other 
professionals because she instilled in them a desire to learn and to succeed. 
Mrs. Maret was known as a strict disciplinarian, as well. There were many 'tough 
guys' who were afraid of her because she could give a good spanking with a 
wooden paddle. A former student, in her nomination of Mrs. Maret for this award, 
stated: "I became a teacher because of her inspiration and have had a love for 
English, yes, even diagramming, as· a result of her instruction and guidance." 
This has been echoed by many of her former students. She was a devoted 
member of the Lavonia United Methodist Church; member of the Philathea 
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Sunday School Class; the Administrative Board; the WSCS, having served as 
President; the Wesleyan Service Guild; and, was a former Sunday school 
teacher. She was, also, a member of the United Daughters of the Confederacy; 
the Lavonia Woman's Club; Garden Club; American Legion Auxiliary; and the 
Delta Kappa Gamma sorority. She served as a member of the Franklin County 
Library Board for many years. Mrs. Maret was married to Ligon Maret and they 
had one daughter, Brooks Harrison, and two granddaughters, Susan and Kay; 
her brother D.W. Brooks was founder of Gold Kist. Mrs. Maret died at age 73, 
and is buried in Burgess Cemetery in Lavonia. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of 
Franklin County ... 

Wilhelmina Katie DeRusa Dansby Woodruff was born in Lavonia, Georgia, on 
July 26j 1926, the youngest of three daughters of Rev. W.M. Dansby and Mrs. 
Linnie L. Dansby. She was educated in the Lavonia schools through the gth 

grade, which was the highest grade offered at that time in the Black schools. In 
order to complete high school from an accredited institution she moved to 
LaGrange, Georgia to live with relatives and where she would graduate from 
accredited East Depot High School. Wilhelmina did her undergraduate studies at 
Fort Valley State College, receiving a B.S. degree in Mathematics and Science. 
She received a Masters degree in Mathematics from Atlanta University and an 
Education Specialist degree from Atlanta University in Special Education. She 
did additional studies at the University of Georgia and Rutgers University. She 
taught high school mathematics at Upson County; Lavonia; Carnesville; Cornelia; 
and Whitman Street High School in Toccoa, Georgia. When the schools were 
racially desegregated, she was not offered a mathematics teaching position at 
the White school so she had to go back to college and become certified in 
Special Education. She taught Special Education at Stephens County High 
School until she retired. Wilhelmina and Willie James Woodruff, Sr. were . 
married July 30, 1949 and to the union seven children were born: One child, 
Dorothy, died shortly after birth. In 1964, Wilhelmina's sister died and left two 
young children whom the two of them reared as their own, bringing the total to 8 
the number of children raised in the Woodruff home. Wilhelmina's retirement 
activities have included: Champlain, Amvets Auxiliary; Trustee, Ladies Auxiliary 
V.F.W.; Associate matron, Aquarius Chapter #334, Eastern Star; Treasurer, 
Stephens County Community Federal Credit Union; National Association of 
Retired Teachers; Stephens County Retired Teachers Association; Church 
Musician, Secretary of Senior Mission and Secretary of Busy Bee at Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 
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Louise was born in 1934 on a farm in Hart County. Her mother died while Louise 
was still very young so she and her two brothers went to live with Aunt LaVera 
(called Aunt Sweet) in lavonia. They would become sharecroppers and work on 
the J.H. Beasley Farm. Louise met her husband at New Light Baptist Church, 
where they both attended. Louise had managed to go through the 12th grade 
and wanted to go to college; but in those times there was no money to send her. 
William had returned from serving two years in the Army and had begun farming. 
Having grown up as a sharecropper, Louise had vowed to never marry a farmer. 
But, loved over - ruled and they were married May 5, 1957. From that union they 
had five children. Times were hard, so William took public jobs and he 
continued to farm. He helped build Interstate 85 and worked on Hartwell Dam, 
but his long term employment was with Boaz in Royston where he retired after 
30+ years. And, during this time, Louise: raised the children; she and the 
children helped farm; and Louise cleaned houses for people in Lavonia. They 
bought their farm and built a new home in 1972, plus they sent their children to 
college - all five of them: Douglas graduated from North Georgia Technical 
College and is employed at Frigidaire in Anderson, SC.; Sylvia received her 
undergraduate degree in Medical Technology at North Georgia Technical 
College, earned advanced degrees from West Georgia College and is Chief 
Medical Technologist at Tanner Medical Center in Carrollton; Erica earned a BS 
and Masters degree from West Georgia College and is employed at North 
Georgia Technical College in Student Affairs; Watson earned a degree from 
Athens Technical College and is employed with Aeroquip; and, Janice graduated 
from Truett McConnell College, West Central Technical College, and is a Special 
Needs Teacher in Douglasville. At age 74, Louise still cleans part time in 
Lavonia, is caregiver to husband William who had a stroke in 2007, and a proud 
Grandmother to three grandchildren. Louise and William continue to attend New 
Light Baptist Church where she sings in the choir and participates in other church 
related activities. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 
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Daisy was born November 26, 1932 in Hart County, Georgia the daughter of J.C. 
and Effie Gee Feltman Herring. She is the third child of nine children; five girls 
and four boys. Daisy grew up on a farm where her mother and the children 
helped with the farm chores. Daisy and Louie Avery Reed were married on April 
8, 1952 in Commerce, Georgia at the minister's home. They are parents to: 
Michael Robert, John Wesley, and Donald Allen. Son John and wife Patti have 
two sons; Wesley Sloan and Michael Warren; Don and wife Kim have Matthew 
and Brandon; and Mike is married to Pat. Daisy's religious background is in the 
Presbyterian Church: Sharon Presbytenan in Hartwell where she taught Sunday 
school for children; Annie Linley Presbyterian in Anderson, SC; and, finally her 
home church at lavonia Presbyterian which she joined on April14, 1963. She 
taught Sunday school from 1961-1981 and was presented with a silver tray by 
the church for her faithfulness. She was Director of the Bible School and helped 
provide refreshments for Bible School and Youth Group activities. Daisy worked 
with the Blood Drive; served as President, Treasurer, Chairman of Missions; 
Flower Chairman; and numerous other committees for the Women of the Church 
and Presbyterian Women. She was presented an Honorary life Membership on 
May 14, 1992. Daisy was employed at Wilbanks's Pharmacy for 18 years and 
was affectionately known as "the Counter Counselor" due to her ability to listen to 
other people's concerns and worries. Also, she worked some as a teacher's 
aide. Daisy spent a lot of time with her children and their activities. She worked 
with the Cub Scouts, PTA, and little League. Her sons have all become 
responsible adults in their community: Mike is self employed In lavonia with 
Reed's Plumbing and Electrical; Don is employed in Real Estate; and, John owns 
JWR Jewelers at Beechwood Shopping Center in Athens. Daisy loves cooking, 
people and has a strong faith in God. It's her strong faith in God that had helped 
her through her disabilities and the raising of her family. In 1985 Daisy suffered a 
severe stroke. She was able to receive physical and occupational therapy which 
assisted in helping her to walk again with braces and only one arm and hand. 
She learned to cook, clean house, pay the bills, and care for her family. And, she 
was one again active in her church. · Daisy spent a lot of time calling and 
counseling with others who suffered strokes, encouraging them to get back to 
'normal activities.' However, in 1995 Daisy experienced a second stroke, which 
paralyzed her legs, and one ann. She continued to call people and encourage 
others until 1999 when it became necessary for her to go to a nursing facility. 
She has continued to be a friend and help other patients. The staff knows she is 
reliable and can alert them, if another patient is in need. Daisy is still an 
inspiration to many, and especially to her husband, her children, those from her 
church and community. Daisy, as a Stroke Survivor, has had to work much 
harder to care for her family and community, but has done so admirably. Truly, a 
remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 
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She was born in rural Hart County on January 1, 1918, and was named Polly Jim 
Adams. Her parents were Mr. & Mrs. O.L. Adams, Sr. She was the youngest of 
5 children, born during a snowstorm in a farmhouse with no electricity and no 
running water. She did not enjoy such conveniences until she was married in 
1935. She and her brothers attended Royston Schools and her father drove her 
to school in a one horse buggy. Polly graduated with honors and was Senior 
Class Secretary. Polly and Martin Luther Strickland eloped and married in Helen, 
Ga. in June 1935, when she was 17 and Mr. Strickland 19. They struggled to 
make "ends meet" but Polly stayed home to care for her three boys (David born 
1938, Hubert born 1939, Bill boru 1942) and to make sure they received a good 
education and well rounded experiences. In the late 1940's she began a Cub 
Scout Troop as none existed in Royston at that time and she started an RA unit 
at Royston Baptist Church, for the same group of boys, and others. In 1950, 
when she learned to drive and obtained a license, she was hired as a census 
taker for the U.S. Census of 1950. Polly taught Sunday school and worked in 
vacation Bible· School for many years. It was 1956 when Polly started her first 
full time job, as Royston Lunchroom Manager, and she would hold this position 
for 27 years until her retirement in 1983. Polly assisted in starting the first Red 
Cross Volunteer program at Cobb Memorial Hospital in 1964, with 96 Volunteers, 
and she led the 'Candy Stripers' for 7 years. Polly was able to attend her high 
school 64th reunion, the day before she passed in death during Memorial Day 
weekend, May 30, 1999. Her son said, 'What an ending to her life, when she 
slipped away in a few hours, in a hospital where she had devoted so much time 
and energy~" Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

c;~se~~cv~ t889- t976 

Flora Louise Rice was born in the Cromer's Mill area on November 16, 1889, the 
daughter of James Marion Rice and Jincy Caroline Hooper. She had four sisters 
and two brothers. Her mother died when Flora was only 15 years old and she, 
along with an older sister, assumed responsibility for household duties and the 
care of an infant sister. Flora married John Frank Varner in 1915, moved to Bold 
Spring's area, and their first born died as a toddler of an unknown illness, which 
later was believed to be polio. They were blessed with six other children. who 
became responsible adults in the community. After the marriage Flora 
transferred her church affiliation from Baptist to Methodist and became active in 
the church: working with children in Sunday school and Bible School; mission 
work; and, a charter member of the W.S.C.S. and the United Methodist Women 
and served in leadership roles. And, she taught an adult Sunday school class for 
several years. At the death of Flora's husband, the eldest son was finishing two 
years of college, one son had just finished high school, and the two girls were in 
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high school and the two younger children were in grammar school. Flora, with 
the help of the children, took over the farm and though they experienced many 
challenges, they prevailed at maintaining the farm. Flora was an avid reader, 
and especially enjoyed: Eleanor Roosevelt's column in the Atlanta Journal, 
Gone with the Wind; and reading the Bible. Education was a value ·that Flora 
and her husband extended to their children. He served as a local school trustee 
and on the County Board of Education. After his death, Flora served on the 
Board to fulfill his remaining term. Her great hope was that each child would be 
able to follow their goals: All earned high school diplomas; two sons served in 
the army; one used his G. I. Bill for college; two chose farming as a career; the 
oldest son was a business owner; the two girls received college degrees with the 
help of the family and work scholarships, where as one followed a business 
career and the other worked in various fields of education. The family always 
remained close. Flora's death came at age 86, but there was always the sense 
of determination to meet each day with a faith that sustained her. Her often 
quoted verse from the Bible was, "This is the day the Lord has made. Let us 
rejoice and be glad in it." Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

Sallie Ruth Bowers Wilder was born on May 8, 1896 to William Marion Bowers 
and Mary Judson Berryman Bowers, pioneer citizens of Royston. During her 
school years in Royston, she nurtured her interest in music and art. She and 
Garnett Leroy Wilder were married in 1917, and he was employed for many 
years as District Superintendent for Georgia Power. They had four children: 
Bruce, Joe, Garnett and Sarah Ruth. In 1956 Mrs. Wilder was recognized as 
~~Georgia Mother of the Year" and excerpts taken from Historic Georgia Mothers 
1776- 1976, indicate she not only took care of her own children, but was active 
in the community and would eventually become affectionately known as "Mama 
Ruth" to many more young people. She was pianist and organist for Royston 
Methodist Church; she taught Sunday school; and, was district secretary of 
Spiritual Life for the Athens-Elberton District of the Women's Society of Christian 
Service for 11 years; she was a charter member of the Royston Music Club and 
charter member of the Three Arts Club of Cornelia. Missionaries and artists were 
often entertained in her home. PTA work and women's club work were part of 
her interests. Later she would assume responsibility for taking care of her aged 
mother until the last few years of her mother's life. Upon her husband's death 
and after all the children were grown and away from home, Ruth Wilder, at the 
age of 58, embarked on a career as House Director for girls at Reinhardt College 
and was there for eight years. And, after returning to Franklin County she 
worked in the same capacity for Emmanuel College. She was called "Mama 
Ruth" by all these young ladies, and this "1956 Mother of the Year'', was mother 
to many students who sought her advice. In discussing her children, Ruth Wilder 
especially mentioned her eldest son Bruce, who died at the age of 32 from 
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muscular dystrophy, after living a full, happy and useful life despite his affliction. 
Though nearly paralyzed, he was associate editor of the Columbus Ledger for 
several years before his death. Mrs. Wilder has reason to be proud of all her 
children. Another son, Garnett became a Methodist minister and Joe was a 
successful Radio Station Owner and South Carolina State Representative. Her 
daughter Sarah Ruth Eubanks resides in Marietta, Georgia. Ruth Bowers 
Wilder, truly a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 
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Betty Nabors Brown was born May 11, 1933 inSouth Carolina, the daughter of 
Molly Elizabeth and Algie Wayne Nabors. She was the fifth of eight children. By 
the time Betty was eight years old her parents had died and the children were 
sent to York, SC to a Church's Home for Children. Brother Benny eventually 
married Johnnie Ray Vandiver from Georgia and after Betty graduated from High 
School, her sister- in-law assisted Betty in getting a job with Dr. Stewart Brown, 
Sr. in Royston where she worked. However, before she could get there Dr. 
Brown Sr. passed away so she first began work for Dr. Brown, Jr., in 1952. Dr. 
Brown's mother bought Betty two white cotton uniforms {starched stiff by the 
laundry), two pair of white hose, a garter belt to hold them up and a nurse's cap. 
Her pay was $50.00 per month. For two years she worked and learned, it was 
intensive on the job training by doctors and nurses and in 1954 she was "grand" 
fathered in" as a licensed Practical Nurse. Although most of her time has been 
spent in the hospital setting, Betty has also volunteered to assist with hospice 
programs and community education programs. In 2008 Betty continues to work 
in the Out-Patient Diagnostic Center as Patient Representative, having spent 55 
years helping take care of people in the community she so loves. However, 
Betty says the greatest thing she has done in her life, "was to accept God - the 
Father and Jesus - the Savior and the Holy Spirit who lives in a Christian. I 
accepted Salvation when I was 13 years old. God has been so good to me to 
send so many wonderful people in my life over the years as mentors who cared 
enough to correct me or praise my accomplishments - in other words, so many 
have molded me. In 2008 Betty was named Cobb memorial Hospital's G. R. E. 
A. T. Ambassador, which stands for Giving Recognition for Excellence, Advocacy 
and Teamwork. A dedicated and loving Mother, a Grandmother, and Hospital 
Ambassador- Betty Brown, Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

~~~ 1925-1996 

Margaret was born November 21, 1925, the daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Noah 
Cothran of Middle River community in Franklin County. She grew up the only girl 
in a family with four brothers. She attended Middle River School and later would 
graduate from Franklin County High in Carnesville. She began work for Dr. 
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Stewart Dixon Brown, Sr. at Brown Hospital when she was 17 years old and 
would continue with Dr. Brown when they moved to the new Cobb Memorial 
Hospital. Margaret was provided 'on the job training' by Dr. Brown and received 
her Licensed Practical Nursing certification. During her 54 years of nursing, she 
would work in all areas of the hospital, but was known for 'Dropping Ether which 
in later years would be known as performing duties similar to that of a Nurse 
Anesthesia. It was actually the beginning of a family tradition; Margaret's son, 
William, Jr. graduated from the Medical College of Georgia as a Nurse 
Anesthesia (CRNA) and her grandson, Todd, graduated from a Nurse 
Anesthesia program in Cincinnati, Ohio. Both currently practice in Hilton Head, 
South Carolina. Matgaret was married to William Cawthon. and their first born 
was a daughter, Mary, who would become a school teacher and would retired in 
2007 after 35 years of teaching. She had four grandchildren; Todd & Jon 
Cawthon and Deanna & Wesley Atwood. Margaret was an active member of 
Canon Baptist Church where she attended all her life. She had a passion for 
growing vegetables and flowers and was known for sharing flower cuttings with 
patients she had recently 'nursed' in the operating room. Margaret's daughter 
Mary said they knew the family always came first, but Margaret had a deep love 
for her Hospital Family, as well. Not only did the Nurses work together, but they 
loved traveling together. Margaret would work at Cobb until the day she died. 
Upon becoming ill after returning home from work, she was taken to . the 
emergency room and died on November 26, 1996 in the hospital she loved so 
dearly. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

Jean was born in Newport News, Virginia on August 20, 1959. She traveled to 
Georgia originally to major in Music Therapy at the University of Georgia but in 
her junior year she changed her major and headed to the Medical College of 
Georgia to earn a bachelors degree in Occupational Therapy. Her roommate at 
MCG was Diana Rogers of Royston, who introduced her to her future husband. 
Jean married Mayes Davison, from Royston, in 1984. They are proud parents of 
three children: Tyler, age 23, soon to graduate from Emmanuel with a BS in 
Kinesiology and applying for Physical Therapy School; Hanna, age 21, a junior 
at UGA majoring in Fashion Merchandising with a dream of working in New York; 
and Keyes is 19 years old, majoring in Ag. Economics at Abraham Baldwin 
Agricultural College. In 1981, she began her career working with children having 
special needs. Twenty-seven years later, Jean continues to provide therapy 
services for children and their families. In 2004, Jean initiated the development 
of a parent support group .for her rural hometown area of Royston. Consisting of 
families from four counties, this group has become a stronghold for many as they 
have searched for connections to ease the loneliness felt with raising their 
children. Jean felt God was calling her to do more so she began writing. She is 
author of Connections of Hope. Jean, also, uses her gift of music to minister to 

Remarkable Women of Franklin County 2008 25 

I . . I .. HZ 



others. She has served as pianist for Royston First Baptist Church for over 17 
years and it has helped her to fulfill what she believes is part of His purpose for 
her life. A wife, mother of three, homemaker, and employed pediatric 
occupational therapist, has kept her busy. She states, "I've always known that 
God's calling on my life has been to provide physical as well as emotional care 
for individuals in need. God has blessed me with a listening ear and heart for 
individuals who are suffering. That is part of what led me into the field of 
Occupational Therapy." Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

Frances Davis Ridgway was born on January 22, 1929 in Stephens County to 
Robert Keifer Davis and Willie Mae Flynn Davis. Her 30 year span in nursing 
began in the late 40's after her sister, Nell Davis Harbin, encouraged her to enter 
nursing ~t Brown Hospital in Royston. There she received exceptional nurse 
training under Dr. Stewart Brown, Sr. which enabled her to earn her certification 
as a Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN). After Cobb Memorial Hospital was 
completed she assisted in surgery, worked in the labor and delivery room, and 
also the lab. One of her most famous patients was baseball's great, Ty Cobb. 
Before she retired in the lafe 1970's she worked as a floor nurse and had charge 
nurse duties. Former coworkers described her as a mentor to younger RN's and 
LPN's and considered it a privilege to work with her. She personified what it was 
to be a nurse: she was top notch they said. Frances had a number of passions 
in· her life: she was a member of the Royston Baptist Church; and she loved to 
garden. She had one of the best vegetable gardens and prettiest flower gardens 
in the county. She loved to travel with her family and friends. Frances was a 
wonderful cook and seamstress. She had a great personality and sense of 
humor. Her husband Jack l. Ridgway and Frances were married .almost 60 
years, when she passed away on October 9, 2007. Jack now lives with his 
daughter Jane (Mrs. Joel Shirley) and Frances and Jack, also, have a son Jim. 
And, there are three grandchildren: Bret Warren, Dawn and Susan Ridgway. 
Frances Ridgway, truly a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

~9f.~CW~ t926-200t 

Miss Wray was born in Oglethorpe County in 1926 to George and Mattie Sue 
Harris Wray. She attended the University of Georgia where she became one of 
only three women in a class of 12 in 1940 to earn a degree in phannacology. 
Miss Wray had begun her interest in pharmacology by working in her father's 
store in Royston. The store had been founded in 1924 and was originally a 
sundry store, but when Mr. Wray added a pharmacy and fountain young louise 
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delivered orders around town on her bicycle. After graduation she returned to 
Royston and for 61 years she would be pharmacist and owner. In a tribute to 
Miss Wray at her death in 2001, Carolyn Risner of the Franklin County Citizen 
stated in the article: "In a 1997 interview, Miss Wray, then 80, was working six 
days a week, nine hours a day; alongside the people she considered her family. 
Together they made up 300 years of employment." Miss Wray was a member of 
the Royston Baptist Church and is buried in Rose Hill Cemetery in her beloved 
town of Royston. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

~ill/9leaitltt & s~ .. + ~~~~ 
~.d{rJmns; 

,~90w.;/w; 

~0/fis; ~ S159!m 
7/;eJ,t ~-~ + 

~ '7;il1Af Slato.nA. 
~~ri£Uik+ 

9/ewnictv m. r!J~, 9nS15 
~u/h CWoote~v 't}o!tb 

g~ ~ul1i.anv U{rJmns; + 

duimut Cf)~ ~ + 
~~~,mf!J 

ci£iscv ~ ~9/m 
s;J~~+ 
Ul(Mit g~ ~9/m 
90 rent1tv CWO<Ut tg>u11l.anv + 

~~~cw~ 

"~Q/ 1'1W, tJte; fjiiRA~ p}£a&fllR/ o/ UPtitintf ~fUJi, wlw-t it :Y a&uc-t, 

~ tluv innel£; ~.o tlw.b ~ mak." ??uunafll %~ 

Virginia C. Dixon, known to her friends and family as Ginger, is a woman of many 
talents and has shared them with her community in a volunteer capacity for many 
years. Ginger was born June 23, 1934 in Laurens County, South Carolina, the 
daughter of James Henry Coleman and Eleanor McSwain Coleman, the oldest of 
six children. Ginger is a graduate of Cross Hill Elementary, Clinton High School, 
and a 1956 graduate of Furman University where she served as Class President. 
She and her husband Thomas were married August 26, 1956 and they are the 
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parents of two children, Tim and Becky. Ginger and husband Tom moved to 
lavonia in 1974. With their children entering high school, Ginger introduced 
herself to the community by volunteering with Band Boosters, and chaperoning 
First Baptist Church Youth on Mission Trips. For ftve years she served as Bible 
School Director, sang in the choir for 10 years, and taught an adult Sunday 
school class for 6 years. She served as President of the Lavonia Woman's Club 
for six years, and has been reporter for the club for many years. She served as 
secretary and reporter for the Franklin County Conservation and Resource and 
Development Council for a number of years and spent over a hundred hours 
transcribing interviews for the land of Spirit 2008 production. However, Ginger is 
being recognized in the literary field because of her exceptional talent for writing 
and her 20 year career in the newspaper business. She spent 1 0 years with the 
Anderson Independent and 10 years with the Franklin County Citizen. After 
retirement, Ginger has continued to assist the community with her writing talents, 
having served for two and one half years as secretary for a group who gathered 
information for Lavonia, Georgia - Then and Now, a pictorial and historical 
account of downtown Lavonia buildings. When asked what has been the most 
fulfilling part of your life, Ginger's answer was: "Being married to my wonderful 
husband Thomas and raising two children to be responsible citizens." Colonel 
Tim Dixon is Military Deputy to the Assistant Secretary of Army Procurement in 
Washington, D.C. and Becky has her Master of Divinity and serves as Chaplain 
for Volunteers of America of the Carolinas which provides housing for the needy. 
Ginger Dixon, truly a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

Karen Thompson Ledford, an eighth generation Georgian, was born November 
16, 1953 to lawrence Hugh Thompson and Blanche Wood Thompson. She 
attended Franklin County Schools and North Georgia Technical College where 
she received a degree in Medical Laboratory Technology. In 1972 she married 
Kenneth Lamar Ledford and moved to Toccoa, where she continues to live 
today. Karen and Kenneth have one daughter, Ashley Culberson, Assistant 
District Attorney of Newton County, Georgia. Karen's love of history began at an 
early age and now she is an avid genealogical and historical researcher. Karen 
is the author of seven published historical research books in a series entitled 
These Men Wore Gray (with the eight, Hart County, coming out in 2008). These 
books contain information on each Confederate Soldier buried in Franklin, 
Stephens, Habersham, Rabun, White, Banks, and Jackson Counties. Each of 
the books involved thousands of hours of work, including the walking of each and 
every cemetery in each county and hand recording the graves of every person 
that had a birth year form 1800 to 1850. Karen is a member of the United 
Daughters of the Confederacy and has received many awards from this 
organization, including the Jefferson Davis Historical Medal which is the highest 
honor bestowed upon any member of the UDC. She is a member of the 
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Daughters of the American Revolution, the Toccoa Woman's Club, and is a 
member of the First Baptist Church of Toccoa where she is dedicated to the 
Sanctuary Choir and the Adult Hand Bell Choir. Karen is employed as Director of 
the Stephens County Literacy Council. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin 
County ... 

Aline Little Simpson was born April 5, 1915 in White House, Tennessee. Her 
parents were Lon and Mattie Hollis Shannon. She had two sisters and one 
brother. Mrs. Simpson graduated from her local high school, attended Louisville 
Kentucky College for two years and then transferred to Erskine College in Dew 
West, South Carolina. She graduated with a degree in Business and Erskine is 
where she met her future husband, James F. Little from Franklin County. Aline 
and James were married on August 4, 1937. They owned and operated the 
Lavonia Times, the Carnesville Herald, and the Royston Record. After Mr. 
Little's death in 1962, Aline continued to publish the paper even after her 
marriage to Edward Harmon Simpson, Jr. in 1969 and until she sold the paper in 
1972. Aline and James Little were parents to Elizabeth Shannon (Betty) and 
James Lon who eventually gave them four grandchildren, and when Aline 
married Mr. Simpson she added three additional grandchildren. Aline worked in 
the Lavonia Presbyterian Church for over 40 years: she taught Sunday School, 
helped with Vacation Bible School, played the piano, arranged flowers for the 
church; and, served as officer in many of the women's organizations. She 
provided f~and helped those in need. Mrs. Simpson passed away November 
18, 1988 at Emory University Hospital in Atlanta and is buried at Burgess 
Cemetery in Lavonia. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

Anna Belle Little Tabor was born in the Bold Springs Community of 
Franklin County on September 21, 1907, the daughter of Crawford E. 
and Lucy Conger Little. She attended school in Bold Springs, 
Carnesville, and graduated from the University of Georgia in 1929. She 
received advanced degrees from the University of Georgia in 1954, 1962 
and 1971. She married Dwight Tabor, principal of Red Hill School. 
Mrs. Tabor was widowed in 1953, with a teen age son. He would go on to 
finish school in Franklin County, graduate from Georgia Tech and later 
become a college professor. ;Mrs. Tabor had a distinguished career as an 
educator, becoming Franklin County's frrst Instructional Supervisor, 
State President of her professional organization and she served as a 
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consultant for the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. 
However, following her retirement she began another distinguished 
period in her life, that of community service. Mrs. Tabor became 
President of the Franklin County Historical Society and with other 
members spent several years collecting information, writing, and editing 
which led to the publication of the History of Franklin County. It was 
because of Mrs. Tabor's dedication and perseverance that, today; we can 
easily research and locate the history of our ancestors and our 
community. Anna Belle Little Tabor died at age 99 on March 25, 2007 in 
Decatur, Georgia. She made significant contributions to her community 
over an extended period, truly a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County. 

~~'Wi.i.limmv 1913- 1994 

Marie_ Haley Williams was born in the "front room, right-hand comer" of the Haley 
House on November 9, 1913, the daughter of Willis Seaborn Haley and Maggie 
ldella (Della) Sewell. She lived away from Lavonia only six years of her life. 
Her Lavonia heritage began with maternal grandparents, George W. and 
Rebecca Bell Sewell, who moved "to town" in 1880 and with her Grandfather 
Sewell serving as mayor six of the first ten years of Lavonia's existence. Marie's 
father would also serve as Mayor. Marie, the youngest of six children, credits 
much of her interest in Lavonia and history to her mother. Graduating from 
Lavonia High School at the age of sixteen, Marie attended Wesleyan College for 
one year and Georgia State Teacher's College (later to become a part of the 
University of Georgia) for a second year. Upon returning to Lavonia, she worked 
in her father's cotton ~office. In 1939 she married Morgan Williams, Jr. She and 
Morgan had no children, except for " Miney" and "Folly", her two Pekingese. 
Marie was a business woman, having established Dellarie Decorators with 
husband Morgan, in 1956. Marie had the distinction of being the first woman 
steward in the lavonia Methodist Church. Marie spent 19 months researching 
and documenting information for writing, Lavonia- The Gem of the Piedmont. 
With diligence and patience and an appreciation of historical fact, Marie gave 
Lavonia something for which to be proud; a heritage. The book was published in 
1977 by the Library Committee of the Lavonia Carnegie Library and all proceeds 
from the sale of the book were placed in the Library Fund. Today, in 2008, the 
book still serves as the official history of Lavonia. Much of this biographical 
information on Marie is excerpts from the Foreword of Marie's book, which was 
written by her niece, Diane Haley Toney. Marie Haley Williams, truly a 
Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 
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Martha Pinson Cheek was born February 1,1916 in Sylvester, Georgia 
and died November 6, 2007 in Franklin County. Martha first lived in 
Lavonia in 1940 when she was married to John Hall, Sr. Their son John 
Jr. was born at the hospital in Royston. She returned to Lavonia in 1946 
when she manied Daniel W. Cheek of Lavonia. From1946 on, she was 
active in the Lavonia United Methodist Church and served as a Sunday 
School Teacher for over 50 years, participated in the church women's 
groups, and held many church offices. It was Martha's philosophy that 
when you live in a town, you should use your talents to help make that 
town a better place to live. At that time women worked through the PrA, 
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Woman's Club and Garden Club to make improvements in their 
community. Martha was appointed as the frrst woman to the Lavonia 
City Council by Mayor C.G. Campbell to fill a vacancy. When her term 
was up she agreed to run for re-election but refused to campaign. She 
won and served with Mayor Herman Ayers in his frrst term. It is fitting to 
note that when Martha was first asked to serve she asked Mr. Dan's 
permission and he thought she should accept. She said that without his 
approval, she would not accept the position. Mrs. Cheek had a son, 
John Hall and a step-daughter, Andrea Cheek Frosolono, but always told 
people she had two children, four grandchildren, and two great
grandchildren. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

Mary Lo~ Williams was born October 24th 1942 to Harold and Beulah Williams in 
Hart County Georgia. She has one sister Frances Williams Andrews and one 
brother Harold. Mary attended Lavonia Elementary and High School, graduating 
in 1960. After graduation she was employed by Ed Brown, Clerk of Superior 
Court for Franklin County Georgia, in Carnesville. It was to be a summer job 
while she attended Perry Business School at night from which later she 
graduated. Two years after working with Mr. Brown he passed away after a 
courageous battle with cancer. With the encouragement of friends and family 
she ran in 1962 to fill the two years remaining of his term in office: winning and, 
at age 19, becoming the youngest woman elected to public office in the state of 
Georgia. This achievement became the subject of an Atlanta Journal
Constitution magazine article which led to her inclusion in the Who's Who of 
American women. Next, in 1964, Mary ran for a full four year term and won the 
election. Howeverl Mary would resign from office in 1966 after her marriage to 
Carroll Foster and the need to live in another state. They have been married 42 
years, and through Carroll's work with Sears, have lived in 8 states before retiring 
to Salem, South Carolina. She has been a volunteer and substitute teacher in 
the many places they have lived. In retirement, Mary continues with her 
volunteer work, civic activities, and playing golf. She has one daughter, Alison, 
and she and her husband Alec have one grandchild Adeline, who is eight years 
old. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

~~,0/IRAV 1903-2004 

Miss Jones was born July 25, 1903 and died October 20, 2004 less than 
three months shy of her 10lst birthday. She was the daughter of Dr. and 
Mrs. Augustus Raine Jones and was one of five children. Miss Jones 
joined the Lavonia Presbyterian Church in 1916, at age 12. She 
continued to be an active member as along as health permitted and on 
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May 30, 1984 they presented her with an Honorary Life Membership. 
Miss Jones completed school at Lavonia High School. She held several 
jobs in the business field including: Bookkeeper for Lavonia Motor Co. 
and E.E. Purcell; Bookkeeper and Clerk for Weatherly Furniture and 
Appliance Co., Cobb Memorial Hospital, and others. She then entered 
the field of Public Service, holding temporary clerical jobs with the 
Department of Agriculture, Farm Credit Administration and Price Clerk 
for the war Price and Ration Board. Later she would serve as Clerk at 
the Lavonia Post Office for eleven years and Postmaster for sixteen years. 
The current post office was dedicated on October 14, 1962 and Miss 
Jones retired for the post office in June 1972. Miss Jones was an active 
and long time member of the United Daughters of the Confederacy and 
served as Chairman for Resolutions and Cross Military Service. And, she 
was a member of the National Association of Retired Federal Employees. 
Miss Jones is buried in Burgess Cemetery in Lavonia. Truly, a 
Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

Jane Vandiver was born February 12, 1953. Jane's political career 
started early. As the daughter of former Georgia Governor Ernest 
Vandiver and First Lady Betty Russell Vandiver, and the grand-niece of 
Senator Richard B. Russell, Jane grew up in Georgia politics. As a teen
ager she led the 'Youth for Talmadge' campaign in North Georgia. She hit 
the campaign trail in 1972 for her father's US Senate campaign, and won 
her first election at age 27, when she was elected to serve on the Lavonia 
City Council. Jane was the second woman to sit as a Lavonia Council 
Member. Jane was elected Chair of the Democratic Party of Georgia in 
January of 2007. Before that, she served as a State Representative from 
Athens, and ran for the State Senate in 2006, despite a Republican 
redistricting designed to keep her out. Jane has worked as a public 
relations consultant, specializing in higher education. She has been 
Alumni Director for her alma mater, the University of Georgia's Grady 
College of Journalism and Mass Communication and was Vice President 
for University Relations at Clemson University. Jane and her husband 
David are both graduates of Franklin Councy High and Jane is a 
graduate of Queens in Charlotte. Jane currently lives in Athens and 
has two children, Elizabeth who is married and lives in Hawaii with 
husband Matt and Alex is a graduate of the University of Mississippi. 
Jane Vandiver Kidd- Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin Councy ... 
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Jane 'Janie' Jones Worley was born November 9, 1950 to Maxine Beaver and 
James Maurice Jones, in Kennett, Missouri. A 1968 graduate of Rector High 
School in Rector, Arkansas, she owned and operated Yates House of Jewelry in 
Paragould, Ark. She was active in the floral industry; as a wedding director; was 
sales director with The Redbook Floral Corporation; and, was a member of the 
Beta Sigma Phi Sorority. Janie moved to Carnesville in 1981 and immediately 
fell in love with Carnesville and Franklin County. She was a generous public 
servant, serving on the Carnesville City council from 1989 until 1996 (eight 
years), when she was elected as Mayor of Carnesville and which office she held 
for seven years, until the time of her illness and death on May 16, 2003. Janie 
was the second female Mayor of Carnesville, having followed Rachel Little who 
served a four month term in 1944. Politics was just one facet of Janie's life. 
Along with her mayoral duties she was also site manager of Crestview Manor in 
Royston. She was named National Manager of the Year in 2001. In addition, 
she owned and operated a successful residential and commercial cleaning 
agency and was an accomplished wedding director. But, when asked what her 
greatest accomplishment was, she answered her son, John lee Ginn. Janie 
Worley died May 16, 2003 at the young age of 52 from an aneurysm/stroke. 
Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 
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Linda Barnes was born April 28, 1957. A Franklin County High graduate 
of 1975, Pastor Linda Barnes has accomplished much in her years of_ 
ministry. She does street and tent ministries to reach the people who 
may not be able to attend other churches and her church is called 
"House of Prayer & Deliverance." Linda serves once a month as 
Counselor at Heart Ministries helping young women addicted to drugs 
and alcohol; she opened the frrst soup kitchen in Franklin County, 
called My Father's House, which serves free food to those in need two 
days a week and delivers food to senior ci~ns; created and serves as 
President of the Crime Watch program in Spring View Heights, to keep a 
safe neighborhood; provides 'team leadership' for basketball and softball; 
and, continues her desire to serve by being a member of the Lavonia 
Lions Club. Linda, and her daughter Lynette, were cast members of the 
first Land of Spirit production, The Last Hard Times. Along with the 
above accomplishments, she has managed to raise four children, two of 
which are adopted. She and husband, Rondale Barnes, have two 
grandkids. A comment on one of the nomination forms summarized 
what others have said of Pastor Barnes: "All of us here in Spring View 
Heights thank God for this mighty woman of God." Truly, a Remarkable 
Woman of Franklin County ... 

Sheila was born September 21, 1964 in Smyrna, the daughter of Jim and JoAnn 
Bookout. Sheila's undergraduate work was in Management Information systems 
and Finance. How fortunate the United Methodist were when she graduated 
from Emory with a Masters in Divinity, and later a doctorate from McCormick 
School of Theology in Chicago. For over 20+ years she has served the call of 
God through the United Methodist in various roles and positions. Her 
appointments have included: Smyrna First UMC as Youth Pastor; Elizabeth 
UMC in Marietta, where she performed urban ministry in a small church, a soup 
kitchen, and night shelter; Devereux Circuit, a four point charge which was 
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preaching at four different churches; Montpelier UMC/Director of the Milledgeville 
Wesley Foundation, where she pastured a small church, taught on the campus of 
Georgia College and was the campus minister for two middle Georgia Colleges; 
Lavonia UMC, small church here in Franklin County;. and St. Paul UMC, 
downtown Gainesville. Currently, Dr. Bookout serves as Senior Pastor at 
Tuckston UMC, a large membership church in Athens, Georgia - one of the 
largest churches led by a female in the North Georgia Conference. She is 
presently serving on a national think-tank comprised of women who lead 
churches with a membership of over 1 ,000. In January 1999 she delivered a 1 
pound 9 ounce daughter, one of a small number of successful pregnancies of a 
dialysis patient. Actually, she was taken to the hospital the night she was to 
receive the Lavonia Citizen of the Year Award from the Chamber of Commerce 
and she delivered Tyler Grace the next day. Dr. Bookout is humbled by the 
opportunities afforded to her and acknowledges that she serves only by God's 
divine goodness and healing touch. Sheila is a kidney & pancreas transplant 
patient. Although she has a long list of achievements, her greatest glory comes 
from being the daughter of an active lifelong United Methodist Woman, Jo Ann 
Bookout and being the mother of Tyler Grace who reminds her of the joy of a 
childlike faith. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

Betty was reared in Lavonia and attended Lavonia Schools, graduating in 
1962. She is the daughter of Macyle and Ben Hill, who were 
instrumental in leading her into the path of Ministry and Missionary 
work. She is married to Tim Cornett and they have one daughter and 
two grandsons. Betty & Tim pastored for 15 years where they lead an 
active outreach ministry church reaching an attendance of 800+. Since 
1978 the Cometts have traveled in full time evangelistic ministry, into 
over 85 countries with a major focus in Bulgaria. In Bulgaria their work 
has expanded to include humanitarian aid, orphanage homes, church 
planting and Bible training. They have built and developed a Bible 
College, Ministry Center and Church complex. And, they have helped 
organize 30 + churches. For several years Betty has been host on 
"Atlanta Live" on TV 57 in Atlanta, and she has a program "Cornett 
Ministries Presents" which features teaching, interviews, missions, etc. 
Also, she is host of a monthly program "Seniors Today." Betty has 
recorded singing tapes and CO's, and has written two books. When not 
in Bulgaria, Betty calls Gwinnett County her "home base" but visits often 
with her family in Franklin County. If you ask Betty what is next in your 
life? She will answer, "Where he leads me, I will follow." Truly, a 
Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 
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Mildred Carey Jarvis was hom in North Olean, New York on September 
16, 1891, to Asariah Riley Cary and Julia Fidelia Punches Cary. She 
married William Jarvis October 14, 1908. Her daughter Elizabeth Carey 
was born about 1910 and her son George Louis was hom about 1913. 
Later she would live in Berea, Kentucky and be associated with the 
college. In the early 1930's Mrs. Jarvis became pastor of Trinity 
Methodist Church on Highway 106 near Cromer's Mill Bridge. 
According to her grandson Virgil E. Veal (son of Daughter Elizabeth 
Jarvis) she was blessed with serving as Pastor for two churches. Mrs. 
Jarvis had two children and 9 grandchildren. Mrs. Jarvis was an 
accomplished artist, specializing in watercolor and was known for 
painting notes cards to send on special occasions. She played piano and 
was an extremely talented lady. Mrs. Jarvis died in November 1970 and 
is buried in Fairburn, Georgia. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin 
County ... 

Martha Little was bom January 27, 1920, the youngest child of Robert 
Leland and Elizabeth Ayers Little. Martha had three brothers and three 
sisters. A graduate of the Franklin County High School and Montreat 
Junior College, she held a B.S. Degree in Elementary Education from the 
University of Georgia and a Bachelor of Religious Education from the 
Presbyterian School of Christian Education in Richmond, Virginia. She 
started her teaching career in Carnesville when she interrupted her 
education to help at home when her father became ill. Once she 
continued her education and graduated, she became a Home Missionary 
at the Presbyterian Church in Ft. Mill, South Carolina. She was 
supported by this church during her thirty-five years in Brazil. She lived 
and taught at the Bible Institute in Patrocinio, Brazil, traveling to small 
schools in the interior by bus, plane, bicycle, and horseback, often 
across muddy dirt roads made by ox carts. Martha's work in Brazil is 
best described by Brazilians who knew and worked with her. They 
described her as, "one of the fmest Christian educators in the business. 
She was a sweet Christian lady and wonderful Godly missionary of whom 
the members and leaders of the church could be justifiably proud - her 
friends and admirers both believers and non-believers are legion. Her 
special love and concern was always for the children. She would stoop 
down, getting to their eye level, talking to each one out of her deep love 
for them. She was described as encourager, mentor, and coach, 
standing proudly by their side at every academic accomplishment, 
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cheering them on and uplifting them like nobody else could. She is 
remembered for her small, sweet voice sharing the gospel, encouraging 
people, or singing in and leading choirs. She loved people and viewed 
them as precious stones needing the Master Jeweler's touch to bring out 
the beauty He made. And that was Martha- she spent her life investing 
in lives of people." She retired in 1982 to once again return home when 
her sister, Emelyn Adair, became ill. She lovingly cared for her sister 
and entertained family and friends from across the globe. Martha was 
always doing something and always on the go. She was active in many 
church and civic activities. She loved her church, The Carnesville 
Presbyterian Church, where she served as an elder, Bible teacher, soloist 
and song leader, and clerk of the Session. She was a member of the 
Carnesville Woman's Club, on the board of the Franklin County 
Historical Society and the Carnesville Downtown Development Authority. 
She participated in the National Day of Prayer and the Community Bible 
Study program. Her many acts of selfless service are known only by Her 
Heavenly Father who called her Home on October 8, 2007. Truly, a 
Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 
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Margaret Lee was born May 25, 1927 in Gumlog, daughter of Fred E. and Odis 
Shirley Lee. When she was three months old, the family moved to Lavonia and 
Margaret has never left. She was married to Herman P. Ayers and they had one 
daughter Stephanie, a Para.Legal in Greenville, SC. Margaret served as First 
Lady to Lavonia while Herman served as Mayor for 22 years. She is a 69 year 
member of the First Baptist Church of Lavonia, having served as Historical 
Committee Chair; General Sunday School Secretary; and Chair of the Board of 
Trustees. She was a Charter Member of Chapter # 377 Order of Eastern Star 
and member for 60 years, having served as Worthy Matron, Treasurer and 
Secretary. Margaret has been a 57 year member of the United Daughters of the 
Confederacy, Chapter #1216, where she has held the office of President, 
Secretary and long standing service as Treasurer and a 40+ year member of the 
Lavonia Chamber of Commerce, with the distinction of being the first Woman 
President. She received the Citizen Award in 1997 and husband Herman 
received the award in 1993, making them the only husband and wife to have 
received this award. Margaret is. a member of the Franklin County Chamber of 
Commerce, where she holds the distinction of being the first woman President, 
as well; Chair of the Franklin County Resource Conservation & Development 
Council; Charter Member of the Lavonia Historical Commission, serving as Chair 
in 2008; President of the Franklin County Historical Society; Charter Member of 
the VFW Auxiliary; Member of Friends of Georgia Libraries; member and 
Treasurer of Friends of Lavonia Library; Former President, American Legion 
Auxiliary; Charter Member of Lavonia Pilot Club; Charter member and past 
President of Franklin County Credit Women International; Member of 
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Committee 
established in 2002; Member of Franklin County Department of Family & 
Children's Board of Directors; Commissioner on Lavonia Housing Authority, 
serving as Vice Chair; First Woman Member of the Lavonia Lions Club and first 
Woman President where she served for 7 years; now serving as Treasurer and 
has served on numerous other local and regional committees; She is a member 
of the Monday Night Bridge Club; a Charter Member of Welcome Neighbor'; & 
Charter member of Lake Hartwell Marketing Alliance. On May 10, 1944 Margaret 
began work at Northeast Georgia Bank, where she continues to work serving as 
Vice President for Public Relations (64+ years). She has been honored by the 
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Lavonia Clinic with the "Margaret Ayers Award for Civic Health" and the City of 
Lavonia honored her with the "Margaret L. Ayers Room" at the Lavonia Cultural 
Center, and, there is hardly anyone that has not tasted Margaret's pound cakes 
she bakes and carries to those who have lost loved ones, new people to the 
area, or to monthly meetings she attends. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of 
Franklin County ... 

Barbara Olivia Clark was born in Lavonia, the daughter of Julian Clark and 
Robbie Taylor Clark. Her dad died when she was three years old. By the time 
she was 7, her Mom had remarried and moved the family to Bowersville. It was 
a long way to walk to school, so soon her father's brother and his wife began 
caring for her and her siblings in Lavonia during the school year. Summers she 
spent with her Mother. Barbara was a middle child, with three brothers and three 
sisters, for a total of seven. She attended through fourth grade on Jones Street, 
called the Primer. Then, they tore down the buildings on Jones Street to build 
apartment houses and it was four more years before they would have another 
school. So, she attended school in a church and a home before the school was 
completed in Springview Heights. Barbara attended schools that were 
segregated by race, so when she completed the Lavonia School, she went on to 
graduate from Carnesville High and Trade School. Barbara was never able to 
obtain a college degree, but even today she continues, from time to time, to take 
various type classes from Tri County Technical and North Georgia Technical 
Colleges. Barbara has raised two daughters and has several beautiful 
grandchildren. Barbara grew up in a time when your race determined what 
opportunities existed for employment. After school, she worked for the Morrison 
Family for several years, then she was off to spread her wings in New York. 
There, she worked in a plant where they made greeting cards. After returning to 
Lavonia she resumed her job with the Morrison's until which time the doors were 
opened in 1965 (after passage of the 2964 Civil Rights Act) for her to begin work 
in a sewing plant. Barbara would hold this job for 30+ years, until which time 
they closed the plant. During this time she worked her way up to become Head 
Supervisor. After the sewing plant, she went to work for Sibley's and remained 
there until 2008 when they closed. Barbara's not working at public work right 
now, but she works constantly in the community- performing good deeds for 
others. She has always been a church worker - teaching Sunday school and 
currently serving as Superintendent at Fairview Baptist Church in Lavonia. She 
has been a volunteer at Lavonia Elementary, and currently works with a group 
called Teens - lp - Action. She is active with Springview Heights Association 
and is the first African American to serve on the Planning and Zoning Board for 
the City of Lavonia. Barbara has a quiet, unassuming manner and is wise 
beyond her years of age. She lived through the troubling times of integration, 
participating as a leader in what has become known as "The March in the Rain". 
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when African Americans marched to City Hall asking for their rights to be 
recognized by the Mayor and City Council. In Franklin County's Folk life Play, it 
was Barbara's description of the 1970 march that culminated in this being a part 
of the premier production, The Last Hard Times. And, Barbara was able to 
participate as a leader and cast member in the play, as well. Barbara Clark, 
truly a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 

Helen Dortch Longstreet, known as the "Fighting Lady," the second wife of 
General James Longstreet, is remembered for her unflagging work as a 
Confederate memorialist, progressive reformer, and local librarian and 
postmistress. Bom in Carnesville on April 20, 1863, she was the daughter of 
Mary Pulliam and James Speed Dortch. At age 15 she took over the Carnesville 
Reporter and at age 17 served as Carnesville Postmistress. She was educated 
at Georgia Baptist Female Seminary (now Brenau College) in Gainesville and the 
Notre Dame Convent in Baltimore, Maryland. Having met General Longstreet 
through her roommate, she married him on September 8, 1897 in the Georgia 
Governor's Mansion. She was just 34 and he was 76. She was widowed in 
1904, childless. After her husband's death in 1904, she was appointed 
postmistress of Gainesville, as position she held until 1913. Prior to marrying 
Longstreet, she was the first woman in Georgia to serve as Assistant State 
Librarian in 1894. She also authored the "Dortch Bill" (which became law in 
1896) to allow a woman to hold the office of State Librarian. Before and after 
becoming a widow, Mrs. Longstreet devoted much time to ensure that General 
Longstreet was accurately portrayed by history. In 1905, she documented her 
husband's account of the Civil War publishing the book Lee and Longstreet at 
High Tide. She was politically active, a member of the Progressive Party and 
was a delegate to the Progressive Party convention in 1912, supporting 
Theodore Roosevelt's presidential· campaign. She ran an unsuccessful write -in 
- campaign for governor of the State of Georgia against Herman Talmadge in 
1950. She received a number of honors. In 1947, she became the first woman 
to have her portrait placed in the State Capitol. When the Tallulah George State 
Park was created in 1993, it was done in her honor and the trails in the park were 
named the "Helen Dortch Longstreet Trail System" in 1999. Helen Dortch 
Longstreet was inducted in the Georgia Women of Achievement in 1994. Mrs. 
Longstreet was admitted to the Central State Hospital in Milledgeville for mental 
illness. She remained there until her death on May 3, 1962. She is buried in 
West View Cemetery in Atlanta. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin 
County ... 
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'Miss Jessie' Strickland was a native of Franklin County, the daughter of Oliver 
"Ollie, Sanders and Frances Underwood Strickland. She had three brothers and 
one sister. She attended Franklin County Schools, and Piedmont College where 
she received her A.B. Degree. She received her Masters from the University of 
Georgia. 'Miss Jessie' was the first and only woman to be elected by the people 
to serve as Schoof Superintendent in Franklin County. She served 1949-1952. 
Before being elected Superintendent, Miss Strickland was a teacher and 
basketball coach in the county. Following her time as Superintendent, Miss 
Strickland taught at Piedmont College, the University of Georgia and worked at 
the State Department of Education. Many of these years were spent in 
supervising teachers. Her home was always in Carnesville, which was the home 
place of her parents and grandparents. The house still stands. She was a 
member of Cross Roads Baptist Church in Carnesville and taught Sunday school 
for many years. After retiring she traveled and raised black angus cattle. She 
respected all people and was affectionately known as 'Miss Jessie' throughout 
the county. 'Miss Jessie' often spoke of the "Keys to Living" and they were faith, 
hope, charity and love. She died at age 79, January 16, 1980 and was buried at 
Cross Road Baptist Church Cemetery in the town and county she loved so 
dearly. Truly, a Remarkable Woman of Franklin County ... 
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Louise was the daughter of Dr. Joseph B. Gilbert and Carolyn Louise Brookins 
Wilcox from Royston, Georgia. Dr. Gilbert was a prominent physician, having 
served this area in the medical field for over 50 years. Louise Wilcox was a 
graduate of Albany State College and pursued advanced studies at Atlanta 
University. She married 8.8. Wilcox, a teacher in the Royston Elementary 
School, and they had one son Gilbert, who graduated from Emory University, 
and three grandchildren. Mrs. Wilcox taught for 35 years, 30 in Franklin County 
and five years as a 4-H Club Demonstration Agent in Camden County. She was 
recognized for "Outstanding Service to the Education Profession in Georgia" for 
having served two terms on the Professional Practices Commission for the state 
of Georgia. In 1984 Mrs. Wilcox became the first African-American to sit on the 
Franklin County School Board, elected by the people of the county, and in 1987 
would be the first woman and African -American to serve as Chair of the Board. 
Mrs. Wilcox was a member of St. Mary's CME Church in Royston and the Iota 
Phi Omega Chapter of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority in Athens. She died 
December 16,2004 and was buried in Rose Hill Cemetery. Truly, a Remarkable 
Woman of Franklin County ... 
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